
The Authority of Scripture 

The Bible was written over a period of 1,600 years by 40 authors in three languages, Hebrew and 
Aramaic for the Old Testament and Greek for the New.  Despite that length of time and diversity of 
authors and languages it displays a unity of purpose and harmony.  The Bible has always been 
considered the Word of God in the Judeo-Christian community.  As Paul states in 2 Timothy 3: 16 “All 
Scripture is breathed out by God profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness.” 

Paragraph 104 of the Articles of Religion in the Book of Discipline (BOD) states that, “United 
Methodists share with other Christians the conviction that Scripture is the primary source and criterion 
for Christian doctrine.” John Wesley stated that “In all cases, the Church is to be judged by the 
Scripture, not the Scripture by the Church.”1 

 The primary purpose for studying Scripture is to discern the will of God so we can apply it to our lives 
and to help us grow in the faith.  Anyone who studies Scripture knows that interpreting Scripture can be 
difficult.  As noted above it was written by people who lived in different times with unique social, 
religious and economic conditions and contexts.  To interpret Scripture, we should try to understand the 
conditions under which the authors lived and wrote.  We also use Christian tradition, our reason and 
experience when trying to understand Scripture, but Scripture itself supersedes all, as found in 
paragraph 105 of the BOD.2   

Every passage of Scripture has been studied and commented on numerous times over the past 1,500 
years.  There is a rich treasure of knowledge that has been pasted down to us through history by the 
saints that came before us that can help us interpret Scriptures. When we try to reinterpret Scripture in 
light of current social conditions, we are in danger of misinterpreting Scripture.  As has been said, “if I 
have an original thought about any passage of Scripture it is almost certainly wrong.” 

One of the issues facing the UMC today is how do we interpret Scripture as it relates to homosexuality.  
Both the Old and New Testament seem fairly clear that the practice of homosexuality is a sin.  The 
Apostle Paul in Romans 1: 22-293 and 1 Corinthians 6: 9-11, 15-204 is very clear on homosexual 
behavior being one of the many sins confronting the early church.  Some recent theologians believe 
that Paul was addressing ritual prostitution and therefore sex between two consenting adult males is not 
necessarily a sin.  That has not been the historical interpretation and Dr. Efird, a noted Bible scholar 
who taught at Duke Seminary and Wesley Memorial for many years, has said that Paul uses the Greek 
word for relations between two consenting adult males which is different from the word for relations 
with a male prostitute.   

In conclusion to quote Rev. Chris Ritter: “The Bible is the church's book.  These are the texts we read, 
love, study, proclaim, wrestle with, and seek to order our lives around.  They tell a sweeping epic of 
salvation that includes us in the story.  We use many books, but the Bible is our canon, our measuring 
stick for truth.  It tells us where we come from, why we are here, how we should live, and where we are 
headed.  And the canon is closed; we do not add to or take away.  Yard sticks are never made of 
elastic.”5 
Dan Smoak and Wray Hodgin 
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